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Welcome to the Asian Business Association of

Orange County’s 33rd Annual Awards Gala.
Thank you for spending this special evening with
us as we come together to celebrate you — our
heroés and champions: our m.emb'ers, partners,
friends, and sponsors — who make eve}yfhing'
we do possible. For 33 remarkable years, you
have helped ABAOC open doors of opportunity,
break down barriers o access, and empower
small businesses to thrive — the very backbone
of our economy and the heart of our

commv

pest gratitude goes to our extraordinary

o-Chairs, Joy and Alex Kim, whose vision,
dedication, and tireless effort have made this
evening so memorable and magnificent. As we




5:30 PM Check-in and Cocktail Reception
6:15 PM Ballroom Doors Open
‘ 6:20 PM Dinner and Program Begins 3
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Performance from Qing Wei OC
Lion Dance Cultural Troupe







SOUTHERN CALIFORNIA

EDISON

An EDISON INTERNATIONAL® Company

Southern California Edison (SCE) is an investor-
owned public utility operating as a subsidiary of
Edison International (NYSE: EIX). As one of the
nation’s largest electric utilities, SCE delivers power to
15 million people ‘across 50,000 square miles in
central, coastal, and Southern California, excluding
the City of Los Angeles and several other cities. Its
service area includes more than 180 incorporated
cities and 15 counties.



CALIFORNIA DEPARTMENT OF GE

Office of Small Business
i Es and Disabled Veteran
Business Enterprise Services

-

e Department of General Services (DGS) serves the
public by providing a variety of services to state agencies
through procurement and acquisition solutions; real
estate management and design; environmentally friendly
transportation; professional printing, design and web
services; administrative hearings; legal services; building
standards; oversight of structural safety, fire/lite satety
and accessibility ?or the design and construction of K-12
public schools and community colleges; funding for
school construction; and disabiﬂ’ry access.




Southern California Gas Company (SoCalGas) is thelt
nation’s largest natural gas distribution utility,
delivering increasingly clean, safe, and reliable ‘energy
to 21.1 million consumets through 5.9 million meters in
more than 500 communities.

Its service territory spans approximately 24,000 square
miles of diverse terrain throughout Central and
Southern California, from Visalia to the Mexican
border.

SoCalGas is a regulated subsidiary of Sempra (NYSE:
SRE), a Fortune 500 energy services holding company
based in San Diego.




2025 G Joneleds

The Besi Carein Wireless Jusi Goi Belier

T-Mobile US, Inc. (NASDAQ: TMUS) is America’s
supercharged Un-carrier, delivering an advanced 4G
ITE and transformative nationwide 5G network that
will offer reliable connectivity for all. T-Mobile's
customers benefit from its unmatched cembination of
value and quality, unwavering obsession with offering
them the best possible service experience and
undisputable drive for disruption that creates
competition and innovation in wireless and beyond.
Based in Bellevue, Wash., T-Mobile provides services
through its subsidiaries and operates its flagship

brands, T-Mobile and Metro by T-Mobile.



With diversitied operations throughout coastall )
California, Irvine Company brings to lite
neighborhoods and sustainable communities and is
known best for its creation of the all-new City of
Irvine and Newport Coast - one of America’s most
desirable regions.



Adapiing io Climaie Change, Building Resilience __~

The Metropolitan Water District of Southern California‘{Metropolitan) ma
not be a household name, but for many Southern Californians, it is'@ vi’ro( N
source of water. MWD serves 26 public water agencies — including cities,
municicival water districts, and one coun’rf/ water authority — that deliver
water directly or indirectly to nearly 19 million people across Los Angeles,
Orange, Riverside, San Bernardino, San Diego, and Ventura counties.

MWD has imported water from the Colorado River since 1941 and from
Northern California since the early 1970s. It is the largest single contractor
of the State Water Project and a major supporter of Southern California’s

water conservation, recycling, and local water management programs.

In the face of historic droughts and the long-term challenges of climate
change, MWD remains committed to protecting the region and providing
high-quality, affordable water in an environmentally responsible manner.



Cityof ORANGE
Hopeﬁ, COUNTY

. =
A Ceniury of Science. The New Siandard {
Cancer Care in Orange Couniy. W

W City of Hope is often the first light patients see after a
~ __eancer diagnosis — an entry point to lifesaving cahcer
therapies and groundbreaking treatments sought b
" people around the world. The institution is powered gy X
a pioneering team of 1,000 scientists and researchers
and 600 physicians, all as relentless in their research as
they are compassionate in their care.
Focused on cancer but centered on humanity, City of
Hope has achieved thousands of breakthrough
discoveries and celebrates countless moments marked
by the ringing of the remission bell. It is where cancer
stops cmoﬁife continues — a place where the future of
cancer treatment shines brilliantly with hope.



Irvine Ranch
Water District

‘ 0
R+ Established in 1961 as a California Water District under
the provisions of the California Water Code, Irvine
Ranch Water District is an independent special district
g serving central Orange County. IRWD provides high-
quality drinking water, reliable sewage collection and
treatment, ground-breakin recycledg water programs,
and environmentally sounc?urbcm runoff treatment to *
its customers. As an independent, not-for-profit public
agency, IRWD is governed by a publicly elected five-
member Boqro?of Directors. Board members are
elected from five divisions and serve four-year terms.
The Board is responsible for the District's policies and
decision-making. Day-to-day operations are
supervised by the General Manager.
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() POWER AUTHORITY

THE POWER OF COMMUNITY

Welcome io ihe Promise of a Beier?)morrav A

The Orange County Power Au’rhori’ry?OCPA) is part of @
growing movement in California that is providing millions,
of electricity users in local communities an important @
and critical ci;oice to embrace a cleaner enefgy future.
Community Choice Aggregation (CCA) programs, just
like OCPA, enable |occ|€f government con’rro?over how
and where electricity is purchased. It allows local cities
and counties to opt into a CCA program and offer
customers (residential, commercial and municipalities)
the opportunity to select the source of their electricity
and the rate they want to pay. The more renewable
energy - generated from sun, wind, water, geothermal
and biomass - the more a customer is contributing to a
cleaner, healthier and more sustainable future.




2025 Digital
Shuovator
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Cox Communications is a family-owned company
dedicated to creating more meaningful moments of
human connection through technology.

As the largest private broadband provider in the
United States, the company takes pride in its
continued investments in its people, communities,
and network.



’*eepnq Orange Couniy Moving Salely

The Orange County Transportation Authority (OCTA) is the
county transportation planning commission, responsible for
funding and implementing transit and capital projects for a

g balanced and sustainable transportation system.
P \

OCTA is responsible for projects, programs and services that
affect the cﬁ:ily quality of lite for Orange County’s nearly 3.2
million residents in 34 cities and countless others who
commute or come here for recreation.

This includes bus and rail transit, rideshare, environmental
programs, active transportation and express lanes and
freeways.

OCTA continues to move Orange County forward.



U.S. Small Business
Administration

The U.S. Small Business Administration (SBA) he'ps
Americans start, grow, and build resilient businesses.

# SBAwas created in 1953 as an independent agency of

the federal government to aid, counsel, assist and

« protect the interests of small business concerns;

preserve free competitive enterprise; and maintain and

strengthen the overall economy of our nation. SBA
reviews Congressional legislation and testifies on behalf
of small businesses. It assesses the impact of regulatory

burden on small businesses.



Southwest»

Southwest Airlines Co. operates one of the world's
most admired and awarded airlines, offering its one-
of=a=kind value and hospitality at 117 airports acrdss 11
counties. Southwest took flight in 1971 to democratize
the sky through friendly, reliable, and low-cost air travel
and now carries more air travelers flying nonstop within
the United States than any other airline. By
empowering its more than 72,000 people to deliver
unparalleled hospitality, the maverick airline cherishes
a passionate loyalty among more than 140 million
Customers carried in 2024. Southwest leverages a
unique legacy and mission to serve communities
around the world including harnessing the power of its
people and purpose to put communities at the heart of
ifs success.




KAMERON
. FILARDO

Kameron Filardo serves as the Office Manager dt the
lamBusiness Association of Orange County and is |-,
a proud 2025 CNA student at Edutrack, set to
graduate on October 27. Before joining ABAOC she
spent five years as the Fundraising Coordinator at

Elite OC, raising funds for organizations including

Alzheimer's OC, Susan G. Komen, Make-A-Wish
Foundation, CASA OC, JDRF, and many more.
Kameron's passion for helplng others continues fo
guide her as she works toward becoming a
registered nurse and making a difference in people’s
lives, one act of care at a time.







MICHAEL KENT
,Chief of Police, Ciiy of Irvine

»

’

Chief Michael Kent was sworn in as Chief of the Irvine Police Department (IP
202) He has been with IPD since 2002 and is the first Irvine Police Chief t
growap in Irvine and rise through the ranks from police explorer to Chief.

Chief Kent joined IPD’s Police Explorer program in 1993, while attending

Woodbridge Highy,School. He became’a sworn police officer in 2002. His past
assignments include Patrol Officer, Field Training Officer, SWAT operator,
Honor Guard Officer, Detective, Patrol Sergeant, Directed Enforcement Team
Sergeant, Officer of Professional Development Sergeant, Investigations
Lieutenant, SWAT Lieutenant, Patrol Operations Lieutenant, Commander, and
Assistant Chief.

Chief Kent is a graduate of the Los Angeles Police Department’s West Point
Leadership Program, Golden West College’s Leadership Program, the
California Peace Officer Standards and Training Executive Development
Course, the Senior Management Institute of Policing Course, and the
California Police Chief's Association Executive Development Course.

Chief Kent holds a bachelor’s degree from California State University Fullerton
in Communications and a master's degree from the University of Californiq,
Irvine, in Criminology, Law and Society.

&
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.company, an analyst with one of the world's largest hardware,:
 software and eleofroiics distributor, and a program and business

2025 CHember of

Kure-li Developmeni Specialisi

MARADUMATOLA
¢. y

i
%;{
Maria is experienced in various industries at different levels. As an
industrial artisfiin the aerospace industry, an accountexecutive for
the nation'sl@igest workers’ compensation medical bill review:

- /ﬁ‘\

development manag@er in the staffing and recruiting industry, but

 no matter where she's worked, her deepest passion has always

been in support of nonprofit business and charitable organizations.

Maria started independently with Kure It Cancer Research in
August, 2019 as an Event Coordinator/Development Consultant,
ong just recently became their Development Specialist. Maria is
excited in coming aboard with Kure It and helping to achieve
exciting initiatives with potential community partnerships.



of the Uear

JULIAN CAS TANEDA
JOELL HERNANDEZ

VIBE

0 MARKETING AGENCOCI

Vibe Marketing Agenci started through a Bags of'Love ccﬁboro’rion A
with lcon Events, where Bags of Love was selected as one of the
beneficiaries of the event proceeds. Julian Castaneda, a two-time
cancer survivor and founder of Bags of Love Foundation, met Joel
Hernandez through that event. They followed up over coffee, realized
they had similar goals-Joel with years in events, branding, and public
relations, Julian with modern content, marketing, and brand strategy-
and decided to build something together that can be impacttul.

Since then, Vibe has worked with purpose-driven brands like CSUF,
Boys & Girls Clubs, the California Hispanic Chambers of Commerce,
Boys and Girls Club of Central Orange Coast,

PDS Health Foundation, and many more. The agency became known
for helping organizations look solid, credible, and visible online,
especially those who do meaningful work but weren't being presented
that way visually or strategically. That's been through work from
community foundations to youth programs and small businesses trying
to scale their presence.



BAGS OF LOVE
FOUNDATION

ABA-OC is proud to spotlight this year's non- profl’r
organization, Bags of Love Foundation. Bags of
Love Foundation started from Julian Castaneda s
own story as a two-time cancer survivor. After

going through treatment at 10 years old and again

at 16, he saw the gaps that were not served to -
patients and families. Instead of just moving on, he
turned that experience into action by putting
together care bags for kids and families going
through the same fight. What started as a personal
effort grew fast as the community stepped in and
backed the mission. Since then, Bags of Love has
raised over $300,000 in support and has been -
featured on Good Morning America, has
collaborated with Dutch Bros,.cmd works with .
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QING WEI LION 6§ DRAGON DANCE
CULTURAL TROUPE

OC Lion Dance, also known as the Qing Wei Lion and Dragon Dance
Cultural Troupe was founded in 2018 to promote and share martial arts,
Lion Dance, and Dragon Dance with Southern California. The troupe
performs for events of all occasions, and aims to spread this bit of culture
by teaching the youth, empowering confidence, culture, and leadership
development.

Website? https://www.ocliondance.org/
IG:.hT’r,ps://WwW‘.inqug;pm.c‘om/qingweiusa/
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Suzanna Choi

>

Alexander Kim Past President,

Boorﬂ'Meinper_

Gloria C. Rull

Board Member,
President Emeritus

Tom Nguyen Hima Nippuleti Joy Loo Kim

Past President,
Board Member Board Member

Boarcfmer:nl_:erﬁ



Kameron Filardo

’ Office Manager

Tom Nguyen

Past President,

Board me[nber_

Gloria C. Rull Diana Zuniga

Member,
President Emeritus

President Emeritus
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THE POWER COMMUNITY
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SBA S

U.S. Small Business
Administration




TASHIRO CHOI & ASSOCIATES
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" INFINIT-ED

3 KINGS PUBLIC AFFAIRS



ALASIAN®

chamber of commerc

Economic Developmant




AMERICA

SBDG

ﬁ E &ISE COUNCIL
' CALIFORNIA P |

ORANGE COUNTY | INLAND EMPIRE

Veterans In Business
Networking for
Success

ﬁ

: SBA

U.S. Small Business
Administration
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ABAOC

LUNAR NEW YEAR
LUNCHEON

gicket PSS THURSDAY JAN 23, 2025
Member Tickets $40 11:30 AM - 12:30 PM

Mon-member Tickets $50

VENUE:
J ZHOU ORIENTALCUISINE 2601
PARK AVE, TUSTIN, CA 92782

L_unar New Year
L_uncheon
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Drive Sales, Gain Insights from CEOs, Master
Advanced Al for Business Growth, Curated
Strategies for Small Businesses, Unlock New
Opportunities, Your Next Big Move Starts Here,
plus an Inspirational Women's Panel!

Maonday

April 21, 2025

Time

:00 AM - 2:00 Pl

Location

UC) Research Park

5301 California Ave, Irvine, 928617

ass Exhibitor
e Booths
T " Available!
Breakfast
o L) POWER ; and Lunch
mancalﬁas POWER AUTHORITY included

Charter « [Fbank

Small Business
Developmeni Day
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Come, Network, ' - AS‘ AN

Mingle, Learn and —
have Fun! \

ABAOC invites you to this year's
summer Business Mixer and Membership Drive
Wednesday, July 30, 2025, 5:30pm - 7:30pm

Lincoln Experience Cen’rer
island
Newport Beach, CA 92660

!abie refreshments -:md Spmfs!

_En;o;' a deﬁcp‘ous sp;ééd }:f—_delec

SPACE IS LIMITEDI vou must register by July 2B to
Tt @ attend.
All registrants are entered into an

opportunity to win special gifts.

Current M pmbﬁrs are

uammer Business Mixer
and
Membership Drive






= ABAOC
PROCURECON

E TO CORPORATE PROCUREMENT

YOUR BRIDG

Firesice Chat with:
RIF WIGUNA >
Keynote Speaker

Supply Forward LLC
VASANTI KUMAR
WBEC West

WEDNESDAY, AUGUST 13 | 9AM

Innovation Office Park, 260 Progress, lrvine, C

A 92618

ProcureCon

LI 3







Webinars and
Workshops
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supplier Diversity Technical Assistance Progran

No-cost Foodservice Workshop Series

smpower your business: upgrade, save &
Jrow!

vodernize your Kitchen Equipment
Discover the latest in high-efficiency kitchen appliances
hat may increase performance and help reduce your

“nergy Efficiency Programs for Businesses
_earn how to ce anergy bills and improve
sustamability with local programs

Sinancing Options Made Simple
E e rabates and ero-intarast financing tailored for

MSnCaIGas.

Had to be of service

Southern California Gas Company
Technical Assistance Program (TAP)

OIN USs!

or ano-cost virtual
resentation on:

[ow to Do Business with
oCalGas

nd

[ow to Get Certified by the
upplier Clearing house
his joint TAP session offers
1luable opportunities to learn

sout both topics, ask questions,
1d make new connections.

SOCALGAS

September 25, 2025
10:00 AM - 10:45 AM P5

Virtual
{Teams Invite will be sent
upon registration)

REGISTER HERE




Scaling Your BuSinéss

Saint Hung, CEO, Universal Processing

T DUSNESS ASSCCIATION
ORANGE COUNTY

BUSINESS

MENTORING

SERIES

rammay

MANTE RN Tiad RARCE

Schedule and Workshop Topics
: 16 I m BALGING STRONG CUSTOMER |
; AHLATHR

STRATIGILS FOR DROWTH

nov 12

WOV ATRA B T 0o

JAN 11

OPERATIONAL [XCILLINGE

ABAOC Office

E":;& ?. BAAEDTTING FOR STRATIONS J

FIMARCLAL MANKOIMIHT FSSINTLLS l

TursRAY HAVMRATING BUSINESS
DEC i TRAHSTORMATION

SCALNG YOUR BUSINISS

+ Honds-0n Leoming: Our workshops foous on
proctcal honds-on acthvities that emphatine
TCING Sl JUSE eaming, You will lecrk HOZh
sassion with octionabie stops ond real
Progross made.

USPAACC

USPARCC BUSINESS
MENTORING SERIES

Sealing your Business with guest speaker Saint Hung
Founder and CEQ of Universal Processing

HYBRID Event:
2025 r---- 200U in Poreon Complmaniony
T\nwu b Lumzh and Porking

e e e ———

Saint Hung, a Mew York native, i the Founder ond CEO of
Universal Processing ("wP®), dedicoted to empowering small
and minority-owned businesses through innovative financial
technology. Belone lounching uP in 2003, he built o $600 millicn
portfolio at JPMorgan Chose. Under his leadership, uP has grown
into an industry leader, terving over 34,000 merchonts and
p|ocn5=|ng £3.5 billion unnunl‘y R(r(.(:gnm(-d by Forbes, the LS,

Mondi
1501

IT Leadership-As-A

Over 1 Million b
leadership experi
pulde you




SBDC BrRANSFORMING MARKETING  AVER 0TS
STRATEGIES INTO REVENUE  SB

st R ROWTH WITH Al [CALIFORNIA]

ORANGE COUNTY | INLAND EMPIRE
WEBINAR
IN PERSON
ng funding to

curing funding,
and

>in the Asian Business Association
f Orange County for an exclusive

. p: Automating Customer Support with Al
1mmit on Al solutions for small

i Al-Driven Social Media & Lead Generation
usinesses. Unlock the power of Al

s Voice Search & Omnichannel SEO Strategies
1 autom.ate, optlrmzle. and elevate Hidden Analytics Tools for More Sales
e = 1™l 1Ak >ur business operations across

G _ Fast Al-Powered Website Creation
\- BLIBMERS ASE0CIATION astomer service, marketing, and
iE COUM 'eb development.

REGISTER TODAY

%
Impact Your Revenue G oo
with Al & . —— e e
Digital Marketing ,]

Tuesday, July 8, 2025
11:30 AM - 1:00 PM

2323 N Broadway, Santa
Ana, CA

Only

20 SPOTS ' [ INPERSON WORKSHOP |

Available! Roger Lloyd
Director — OCIE SBDC HOW tO CI‘Edte a

Marksting Center

Register Now @ nops/fobaccorgl B ottiesrmanagergabanc.org SOCIGI Medlq
Calendar

into the future of marke
al madi

Tuesday,
il september 30, 2025

-
) 12PM - 1 PM
2323 N Broadway,

santa Ang, CA 92706
vednesdays | Septemnber 10th, 17th, and 24th | Moon -1p.m. | RS E e S ] Orange Room (3" Flsor)

e

Instructor:
Gisele Hasman

e
AMERICA'S




What You'ly Learn;

A
Ga e,

Topics Why You Should Attend
in deCUSSJ;Oﬂ % Unlock Growth & Contract
Updating Cal eProcure Profiles Opportunities|
Keywords and UNSPSCs % Learn how fo WIN state confracts
e % Direct guidance from California
Contract Opportunities DGS exports
Research Past Purchases ) i
" & Insider tips on Cal efrocure and
SB/DVBE Advocates vendor profiles
Reciprocity Partners % Network with SB/DVBE advocates &
Emergency Contracting reciprocity partners
Commercially Useful Function %

# Master emergency contracting &
market research

-

-nth Al -J_\,E\J-“"\'
4._";——'“

1 ey

1] LEARN

T b Bt

WHAT YOUE-
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LET'S TALK ABOUT

THE FUTURE OF
ERGYINOUR [& .
COMMUNITIES! .

Join us for an in-person Informational Meeting
and Listening Session hosted by the Orange
County Power Authority (OCPA). This is your
opportunity to:

Learn about OCPA’s energy and
sustainability programs

Share your ideas, feedback,
and community priorities

Help shape local clean energy
initiatives

Your Voice Matters! : e e

This session is for youth ages 16 to 25. i Sk
= = T + o o

Monday, July 28,2025 | 5:30 PM - 6:30 PM :
Orange County Power Autharity (OCPA) *

Orange Couniy Power
Auihority's (OCPA) Communi
Power Plan Ouireach



(ﬁ‘!Ol’hUA yowd Your Feedback Will Shape Future Energy

G AT 4

and Cost-Saving Programs




GENESIS CATALYST
THURSDAY, MARCH
EXPO o

SPRING 2025 EXPO:
100 PM - 8:00PH
BUSINESS BUILDERS'

HAPPY HOUR ;
#:00 PM - 5:00 PM

®
7
2 oy
& ) 2 “UM“T(: [J %
: 4008 oS INgs Mg, Blp, O T
CATALYST EXPO 55 EBELR, ISR

“e

~

W YCcormace

| b Al INTERNATIONAL ASIAN
AMERICAN BUSINESS
EXPO
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AN EVENT OF THE NEWPORT BEACH CHAMBER OF COMMERGE

Friday, August 8, 2025
PENDRY Newport Beach

Presenting Sponsor.

ElERaon

Energy for What's Ahead

Event Hosts
- — = T TAXT



INTERNATIONAL

SUMMER
MIXER

ASIE

BUSINESS Ac G

GO GREEN &
HEAL THEXPO
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