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Welcome to the Asian Business Association of
Orange County’s 33rd Annual Awards Gala.
Thank you for spending this special evening with
us as we come together to celebrate you — our
heroes and champions: our members, partners,
friends, and sponsors — who make everything
we do possible. For 33 remarkable years, you
have helped ABAOC open doors of opportunity,
break down barriers to access, and empower
small businesses to thrive — the very backbone
of our economy and the heart of our
community.

My deepest gratitude goes to our extraordinary
Gala Co-Chairs, Joy and Alex Kim, whose vision,
dedication, and tireless effort have made this
evening so memorable and magnificent. As we
look toward the future, let us carry forward that
same spirit of unity, generosity, and purpose —
continuing to open doors, create opportunities,
and lift one another higher. Together, we will
build upon 33 years of legacy to shape an even
brighter, more flourishing future for our
businesses, our communities, and the next
generation of entrepreneurs.

ABAOC PRESIDENT



5:30 PM Check-in and Cocktail Reception

6:15 PM Ballroom Doors Open

6:20 PM Dinner and Program Begins

Welcome Remarks

ABAOC Honorees Presentation

Community Hero

Member of the Year

Small Business of the Year

Performance from Qing Wei OC
Lion Dance Cultural Troupe

8:30 PM Closing and Gratitude





Southern California Edison (SCE) is an investor-
owned public utility operating as a subsidiary of
Edison International (NYSE: EIX). As one of the

nation’s largest electric utilities, SCE delivers power to
15 million people across 50,000 square miles in

central, coastal, and Southern California, excluding
the City of Los Angeles and several other cities. Its
service area includes more than 180 incorporated

cities and 15 counties.



The Department of General Services (DGS) serves the
public by providing a variety of services to state agencies

through procurement and acquisition solutions; real
estate management and design; environmentally friendly

transportation; professional printing, design and web
services; administrative hearings; legal services; building
standards; oversight of structural safety, fire/life safety
and accessibility for the design and construction of K-12

public schools and community colleges; funding for
school construction; and disability access.



Southern California Gas Company (SoCalGas) is the
nation’s largest natural gas distribution utility,

delivering increasingly clean, safe, and reliable energy
to 21.1 million consumers through 5.9 million meters in

more than 500 communities.
Its service territory spans approximately 24,000 square

miles of diverse terrain throughout Central and
Southern California, from Visalia to the Mexican

border.
SoCalGas is a regulated subsidiary of Sempra (NYSE:
SRE), a Fortune 500 energy services holding company

based in San Diego.



T-Mobile US, Inc. (NASDAQ: TMUS) is America’s
supercharged Un-carrier, delivering an advanced 4G
LTE and transformative nationwide 5G network that

will offer reliable connectivity for all. T-Mobile’s
customers benefit from its unmatched combination of
value and quality, unwavering obsession with offering

them the best possible service experience and
undisputable drive for disruption that creates

competition and innovation in wireless and beyond.
Based in Bellevue, Wash., T-Mobile provides services

through its subsidiaries and operates its flagship
brands, T-Mobile and Metro by T-Mobile. 



With diversified operations throughout coastal
California, Irvine Company brings to life

neighborhoods and sustainable communities and is
known best for its creation of the all-new City of

Irvine and Newport Coast – one of America’s most
desirable regions.



The Metropolitan Water District of Southern California (Metropolitan) may
not be a household name, but for many Southern Californians, it is a vital
source of water. MWD serves 26 public water agencies — including cities,
municipal water districts, and one county water authority — that deliver

water directly or indirectly to nearly 19 million people across Los Angeles,
Orange, Riverside, San Bernardino, San Diego, and Ventura counties.

MWD has imported water from the Colorado River since 1941 and from
Northern California since the early 1970s. It is the largest single contractor
of the State Water Project and a major supporter of Southern California’s
water conservation, recycling, and local water management programs.

In the face of historic droughts and the long-term challenges of climate
change, MWD remains committed to protecting the region and providing
high-quality, affordable water in an environmentally responsible manner.



City of Hope is often the first light patients see after a
cancer diagnosis — an entry point to lifesaving cancer
therapies and groundbreaking treatments sought by

people around the world. The institution is powered by
a pioneering team of 1,000 scientists and researchers

and 600 physicians, all as relentless in their research as
they are compassionate in their care.

Focused on cancer but centered on humanity, City of
Hope has achieved thousands of breakthrough

discoveries and celebrates countless moments marked
by the ringing of the remission bell. It is where cancer
stops and life continues — a place where the future of

cancer treatment shines brilliantly with hope.



Established in 1961 as a California Water District under
the provisions of the California Water Code, Irvine

Ranch Water District is an independent special district
serving central Orange County. IRWD provides high-

quality drinking water, reliable sewage collection and
treatment, ground-breaking recycled water programs,
and environmentally sound urban runoff treatment to

its customers. As an independent, not-for-profit public
agency, IRWD is governed by a publicly elected five-

member Board of Directors. Board members are
elected from five divisions and serve four-year terms.
The Board is responsible for the District's policies and

decision-making. Day-to-day operations are
supervised by the General Manager.



The Orange County Power Authority (OCPA) is part of a
growing movement in California that is providing millions

of electricity users in local communities an important
and critical choice to embrace a cleaner energy future.
Community Choice Aggregation (CCA) programs, just
like OCPA, enable local government control over how

and where electricity is purchased. It allows local cities
and counties to opt into a CCA program and offer

customers (residential, commercial and municipalities)
the opportunity to select the source of their electricity
and the rate they want to pay. The more renewable

energy – generated from sun, wind, water, geothermal
and biomass – the more a customer is contributing to a

cleaner, healthier and more sustainable future.



Cox Communications is a family-owned company
dedicated to creating more meaningful moments of

human connection through technology.
As the largest private broadband provider in the

United States, the company takes pride in its
continued investments in its people, communities,

and network.



The Orange County Transportation Authority (OCTA) is the
county transportation planning commission, responsible for
funding and implementing transit and capital projects for a

balanced and sustainable transportation system.

OCTA is responsible for projects, programs and services that
affect the daily quality of life for Orange County’s nearly 3.2

million residents in 34 cities and countless others who
commute or come here for recreation.

This includes bus and rail transit, rideshare, environmental
programs, active transportation and express lanes and

freeways.

OCTA continues to move Orange County forward.



The U.S. Small Business Administration (SBA) helps
Americans start, grow, and build resilient businesses.

SBA was created in 1953 as an independent agency of
the federal government to aid, counsel, assist and
protect the interests of small business concerns;

preserve free competitive enterprise; and maintain and
strengthen the overall economy of our nation. SBA

reviews Congressional legislation and testifies on behalf
of small businesses. It assesses the impact of regulatory

burden on small businesses.



Southwest Airlines Co. operates one of the world's
most admired and awarded airlines, offering its one-
of-a-kind value and hospitality at 117 airports across 11
countries. Southwest took flight in 1971 to democratize
the sky through friendly, reliable, and low-cost air travel
and now carries more air travelers flying nonstop within

the United States than any other airline. By
empowering its more than 72,000 people to deliver

unparalleled hospitality, the maverick airline cherishes
a passionate loyalty among more than 140 million

Customers carried in 2024. Southwest leverages a
unique legacy and mission to serve communities

around the world including harnessing the power of its
people and purpose to put communities at the heart of

its success.



Kameron Filardo serves as the Office Manager at the
Asian Business Association of Orange County and is

a proud 2025 CNA student at Edutrack, set to
graduate on October 27. Before joining ABAOC, she

spent five years as the Fundraising Coordinator at
Elite OC, raising funds for organizations including
Alzheimer’s OC, Susan G. Komen, Make-A-Wish
Foundation, CASA OC, JDRF, and many more.

Kameron’s passion for helping others continues to
guide her as she works toward becoming a

registered nurse and making a difference in people’s
lives, one act of care at a time.





Chief Michael Kent was sworn in as Chief of the Irvine Police Department (IPD)
in 2021. He has been with IPD since 2002 and is the first Irvine Police Chief to
grow up in Irvine and rise through the ranks from police explorer to Chief.

Chief Kent joined IPD’s Police Explorer program in 1993, while attending
Woodbridge High School. He became a sworn police officer in 2002. His past
assignments include Patrol Officer, Field Training Officer, SWAT operator,
Honor Guard Officer, Detective, Patrol Sergeant, Directed Enforcement Team
Sergeant, Officer of Professional Development Sergeant, Investigations
Lieutenant, SWAT Lieutenant, Patrol Operations Lieutenant, Commander, and
Assistant Chief.

Chief Kent is a graduate of the Los Angeles Police Department’s West Point
Leadership Program, Golden West College’s Leadership Program, the
California Peace Officer Standards and Training Executive Development
Course, the Senior Management Institute of Policing Course, and the
California Police Chief’s Association Executive Development Course.

Chief Kent holds a bachelor’s degree from California State University Fullerton
in Communications and a master’s degree from the University of California,
Irvine, in Criminology, Law and Society.



Maria is experienced in various industries at different levels. As an
industrial artist in the aerospace industry, an account executive for
the nation’s largest workers’ compensation medical bill review
company, an analyst with one of the world’s largest hardware,
software and electronics distributor, and a program and business
development manager in the staffing and recruiting industry, but
no matter where she’s worked, her deepest passion has always
been in support of nonprofit business and charitable organizations.

Maria started independently with Kure It Cancer Research in
August, 2019 as an Event Coordinator/Development Consultant,
and just recently became their Development Specialist. Maria is
excited in coming aboard with Kure It and helping to achieve
exciting initiatives with potential community partnerships.



Vibe Marketing Agenci started through a Bags of Love collaboration
with Icon Events, where Bags of Love was selected as one of the
beneficiaries of the event proceeds. Julian Castaneda, a two-time
cancer survivor and founder of Bags of Love Foundation, met Joel
Hernandez through that event. They followed up over coffee, realized
they had similar goals-Joel with years in events, branding, and public
relations, Julian with modern content, marketing, and brand strategy-
and decided to build something together that can be impactful.

Since then, Vibe has worked with purpose-driven brands like CSUF,
Boys & Girls Clubs, the California Hispanic Chambers of Commerce,
Boys and Girls Club of Central Orange Coast,
PDS Health Foundation, and many more. The agency became known
for helping organizations look solid, credible, and visible online,
especially those who do meaningful work but weren’t being presented
that way visually or strategically. That’s been through work from
community foundations to youth programs and small businesses trying
to scale their presence.



ABA-OC is proud to spotlight this year’s non-profit
organization, Bags of Love Foundation. Bags of
Love Foundation started from Julian Castaneda ’s
own story as a two-time cancer survivor. After
going through treatment at 10 years old and again
at 16, he saw the gaps that were not served to
patients and families. Instead of just moving on, he
turned that experience into action by putting
together care bags for kids and families going
through the same fight. What started as a personal
effort grew fast as the community stepped in and
backed the mission. Since then, Bags of Love has
raised over $300,000 in support and has been
featured on Good Morning America, has
collaborated with Dutch Bros, and works with
hospitals like City of Hope. The foundation has now
awarded over 30 student scholarships totaling more
than $40,000, and it has expanded into advocacy
work, speaking at local, state, and federal levels to
push for better funding, awareness, and solutions
around treatment access and support.

Support this wonderful organization by purchasing opportunity drawing
tickets. Every ticket helps provide essential care and college
scholarships to those affected by cancer. Your generosity makes a
lasting difference, one bag and one child at a time. Join us in spreading
love, hope, and support!

BAGSOFLOVEFOUNDATION.COM



QING WEI LION & DRAGON DANCE
CULTURAL TROUPE

OC Lion Dance, also known as the Qing Wei Lion and Dragon Dance
Cultural Troupe was founded in 2018 to promote and share martial arts,
Lion Dance, and Dragon Dance with Southern California. The troupe
performs for events of all occasions, and aims to spread this bit of culture
by teaching the youth, empowering confidence, culture, and leadership
development.

Website: https://www.ocliondance.org/
IG:https://www.instagram.com/qingweiusa/
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